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Message to the Congress on
Certification of Satellite Fuels and
Separation Systems Exports to China
May 10, 1999

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the provisions of sec-

tion 1512 of Public Law 105–261, the Strom
Thurmond National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 1999, I hereby certify that
the export to the People’s Republic of China
of satellite fuels and separation systems for
the U.S.-origin Iridium commercial commu-
nications satellite program:

(1) is not detrimental to the United
States space launch industry; and

(2) the material and equipment, includ-
ing any indirect technical benefit that
could be derived from such export,
will not measurably improve the mis-
sile or space launch capabilities of the
People’s Republic of China.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 10, 1999.

Remarks on the New Markets
Initiative
May 11, 1999

Thank you very much. I’d like to begin
by thanking all the business leaders who have
come here to be with us today, the members
of the administration who are here, and espe-
cially the Vice President, for the work that
he has done to spearhead our community
empowerment effort over the last 6 years and
a few months.

I’d like to just say just a word or two by
way of introduction to try to highlight why
I asked these business leaders here today.
You heard the Vice President talk about what
we have tried to do since we came here, since
we passed the first economic plan to give
genuine economic opportunity to all of our
citizens: the empowerment zones, the com-
munity development banks, the kinds of in-
centives we were trying to give to create jobs
and opportunity for people who hadn’t had
them.

And we are very grateful for the record
declines in unemployment among African-
Americans and Hispanic-Americans and for
the fact that the unemployment rate has
dropped dramatically, not only overall but in
many of our toughest, toughest neighbor-
hoods throughout the country.

On the other hand, even though we have
the lowest peacetime unemployment rate
since 1957, there are still 37 cities—37—
where unemployment is double the national
average. There are lots of smaller commu-
nities where children still have to go past
abandoned storefronts to get to a grocery
store to buy a carton of milk. There are rural
areas and very small towns which have had
almost no new investment in the last 6 years.
And of course, in many, many of our Native
American areas and communities there is still
a great deal of economic distress and uncer-
tainty.

So what this whole effort has been about
from the beginning for me, and especially
what we are working on now, is the idea that
we should go into the 21st century leaving
no one behind. We should genuinely create
opportunity for every responsible citizen.
And we are being given a chance to do it.

I told the folks we met with today, it’s
very—I’ve spent a lot of time over the last
6 or 7 years studying how the American econ-
omy works as compared with other advanced
economies in the world. And on balance,
we’ve done a better job of creating jobs,
while others have worked harder to maintain
a sense of community and a greater degree
of equality among working people. The price
they have paid is that they have higher unem-
ployment rates than we do.

We have been given an opportunity now,
because we’ve got the strongest economy in
at least a generation, to prove that we can
bring the benefits of free enterprise to every
neighborhood in America. We can prove that
you can have low unemployment and increas-
ing opportunity. The Vice President pointed
out today that the wealth that minority fami-
lies, for example, and families that live in
poor rural areas have is still dramatically less
than the wealth that average Americans have.
They don’t ever have a chance to accumulate
anything.


